More Legal Information
What if the police or FBI search my home?
They can usually only search your home if they have a search warrant or if you give them
permission. Never give permission to have your home, car, house, or body searched. Do not
open the door to let them in, because they may take this as permission to search. Do not try to
physically stop them. Call a lawyer as soon as you can. If they ask to search or start searching,
say in a loud, clear voice, “I do not consent to a search.” Say it several times. Make sure
other people can hear you.

What if the police or FBI say I have to go to a grand jury?
A grand jury is a special court that looks at evidence and questions people. It is serious, but
doesn’t mean you’ll go to jail. The police or FBI may threaten to send you to a grand jury if you
don't answer their questions. But even if you do cooperate, they may still send you to a grand
jury, so don't let them intimidate you. Just say, “I do not want to answer any questions right
now. My lawyer will call you back.” Call a lawyer as soon as you can.

What if the police or FBI mistreat me?
Remember their name, badge number, what they look like, and other identifying information.
You have a right to ask the officer for their name and badge number. Write down a description of
what happened as soon as you can. Try to find witnesses and get their names and phone
numbers. If you are injured, take pictures of the injuries. Call a lawyer as soon as you can.
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Resources
American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC)
202-244-2990 • www.adc.org
National Immigration Project
617-227-9727 • nationalimmigrationproject.org
Your Lawyer's Name & Phone #:

Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund (AALDEF)
212-966-5932 • www.aaldef.org
Detention Watch Network
www.detentionwatchnetwork.org
Local Support Organizations:

Prepare Yourself and Your Family
Find local groups that provide legal help for immigrants, and know local laws. Write down their
phone number and carry it with you, or have it easy available. Better yet, memorize it!
● Find a lawyer through a local group or the resources below. Make sure you feel comfortable
talking with them, and that they will always answer your calls. Memorize their phone number!
● Educate yourself! The more you know, the better prepared you will be.
●

Basic Legal Information
What if the police or FBI question me?
You have the right to remain silent. You should not answer questions or talk with the police, the
FBI, ICE, or any other law enforcement agent without a lawyer with you. It’s not a crime to
refuse to answer questions. If the police or FBI question you, take their business card and say:
“I do not want to answer any questions right now. My lawyer will call you back.”

What if I speak to the police or FBI anyway?
Anything you say to the police can be used against you, your family, your friends, and your
community. Do not lie or misrepresent information to the police or FBI. Lying to the government
about anything is a serious crime.

Do I have to answer questions if I am arrested?
No. If you are arrested, you do not have to say anything or answer any questions. You should
not say anything or sign anything without speaking to a lawyer first. You have the legal right to
remain silent and the legal right to a lawyer, so just say: “I am going to remain silent. I want
to see a lawyer.”
IMPORTANT NOTE: Non-citizens usually have the rights below, regardless of their immigration
status. This may change in the future. Non-citizens at the border or in an airport who are trying to
enter the US do not have the same rights.

What if I'm not a citizen and ICE contacts me?
Talk to a lawyer as soon as you can. Do not say anything or sign anything before you talk to a
lawyer. Always carry with you the name and telephone number of a lawyer who will take your
calls. If you don't have a lawyer, see the resources below.

What if I’m detained?
You have the right to call a lawyer or your family if you are detained, and you have the right to
be visited by a lawyer while in detention. You do not have the right to a free lawyer. You have
the right to have your lawyer with you when you go in front of an immigration judge.

Do I have to carry my green card or other immigration papers with me?
Yes. There are certain immigration papers you must carry with you at all times. This includes
your green card, I-94, Employment Authorization Card, Border Crossing Card and/or other
required ICE papers that prove that you have registered with ICE. If you do not have these
papers with you, you could be charged with a crime. The government does not always enforce
this law, but it could at any time.
(Cut out the section below to keep in your wallet!)

Know Your Rights!
If the police or FBI question you, take their ● If you are detained or arrested, you have
the legal right to remain silent and the legal
business card and say: “I do not want to
right to a lawyer, so just say: “I am going to
answer any questions right now. My
remain silent. I want to see a lawyer.”
lawyer will call you back.”
● If you are contacted by ICE or the FBI, talk ● If the police or FBI want to search your
home or your possessions, say in a loud,
to a lawyer as soon as you can.
clear voice, “I do not consent to a
search.”
●

